A New

EVANSTON

WOMEN'S HISTORY
PARK

in Downtown Evanston




Proposal — An Evanston Women’s History Park

The Premise:

Evanston holds a unique, vibrant, and intrinsic place in the history of women’s
rights. We should honor, celebrate, and promote that fact.

Leading up to the ratification of the 19t Amendment in 1920, scores of early Evanston women
were national leaders in the fields of education, law, theater, health, art, music, social welfare,
literature, medicine, and social justice. Evanston buzzed with progressive, determined,
audaciously activist women who changed their country and their world.

Evanston children should grow up understanding their city’s importance in the history of
women’s rights. Evanston should be known for its history of remarkable women.

We could benefit economically from our legacy in women'’s rights. Other cities do.
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Early Evanston Women website: earlyevanstonwomen.org

The ‘Brief Bios’ page of the Early Evanston Women website highlights the accomplishments
of twelve early Evanston women of diverse backgrounds who changed history.

The Evanston History Center has an extensive research database of early Evanston women.
Evanston Women'’s History Project at the Evanston History Center: evanstonwomen.org


https://www.tripadvisor.com/Articles-lVpsd4EpfDZM-Womens_history_travel_destinations.html
https://earlyevanstonwomen.org/
https://evanstonwomen.org/

A Proposal:

Create an Evanston Women’s Park on the 1700 block of Chicago Avenue which
includes the historically important Evanston Women’s Club and the Frances Willard
House Museum. The streetside Women’s History Park would occupy the front third
of the current Evanston Public Library parking lot.
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The new Evanston Women'’s History Park would occupy a portion of the existing EPL parking lot. It would adjoin the historically
important Evanston Women’s Club property and the Frances Willard House Museum properties.



A Problem:

The Evanston Public Library needs its parking lot. The solution: Reconfigure it.

The EPL parking lot utilizes nearly as much space for its driveways as it does for its 74 parking
spaces. If it were reconfigured to utilize one-way drives with slant-in parking spaces, the number
of spaces could be largely preserved within about 2/3 of the space (Evanston City Code 6-16-2-
7). The remaining streetside space for the proposed park would measure about 60’ by 150°.
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https://library.municode.com/il/evanston/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT6ZO_CH16OREPALO_6-16-2-7OFSTPADI
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https://library.municode.com/il/evanston/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT6ZO_CH16OREPALO_6-16-2-7OFSTPADI

Possibilities for a new Evanston Women'’s History Park:

A Sculpture — Evanston’s WCTU commissioned the charming George Wade 'Little
Water Girl' fountain sculpture in 1893, intending copies to be installed worldwide.

Copies of this sculpture exist in various locations, including at Lincoln Park in Chicago. (As of a few
years ago, the Chicago Park District indicated that it would allow Evanston to have a mold made of the
bronze sculpture/fountain without charge. No artist fees would be applicable for the sculpture.)

It is appropriate that a copy of this beautiful, historic sculpture be sited in Evanston, the home of the
organization that commissioned it. It belongs here.

(The Little Water Girl was never given a name, but one of her attributes was said to be ‘Kindness,’
which could be an appropriate name for the Evanston installation of such a serene and welcoming
sculpture. Or Evanston schoolchildren could select a name for her.)

Little Cold Water Girl fountain in Lincoln Park: chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks-facilities/fountain-girl-artwork
Little Fountain Girl additional photos: smswsf.wordpress.com/2013/08/07/fountain-girl/
Historical background of the sculpture: chicagology.com/columbiaexpo/fair065/

Future Commissioned Sculptures — Isabella Garnett? Catharine Waugh McCulloch?

A Plaza — A plaza with pavers engraved with the names of the scores of historically
important early Evanston women could serve as a gathering/event space and as
lovely park adjoining Evanston’s downtown business district.

The City could design something simple and lovely. The inclusion of dozens of early women’s names
would highlight the fact that many, many early Evanston women contributed importantly to U.S. history.

EVANSTON SHOULD CELEBRATE ITS RICH
HERITAGE OF PIONEERING WOMEN?
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